This Month’s Worship in
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton
Sunday 1 September
9.00am St N
10.30am SBC

Holy Communion (BCP)
Morning Worship
Jarrett Wilson, Leprosy Mission
Trinity Morning Worship Communion
Revd Dr David Dickinson
St N
Holy Communion
Revd Charles Cotton
6.30pm Trinity CUCS United Service

Sunday 8 September Education Sunday
9.00am St N
10.30am SBC

Holy Communion (BCP)
Morning Worship Communion
Revd Graham Woolgar
Trinity Morning Worship
Dr Steve Tomkins
Junior Church Promotion
St N
Holy Communion
Revd Charles Cotton
6.30pm Trinity CUCS United Service

Sunday 15 September
9.00am
10.30am

6.30pm

St N
SBC

Holy Communion (BCP)
Morning Worship
Andrew Loader
Trinity Morning Worship
Revd Ken Walker
St N
Holy Communion
Revd Frances Arnold
Trinity CUCS United Service

Sunday 22 September
9.00am
10.30am

6.30pm

St N
SBC

Holy Communion (BCP)
Morning Worship Communion
Revd Pam Searle
Revd Graham Woolgar
Trinity Morning Worship
Revd Dr David Dickinson
St N
Holy Communion
Revd Frances Arnold
St N
United Choral Evensong

Sunday 29 September
9.00am

St N
SBC

6.30pm

Trinity

10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
CUCS United Service
Revd Pam Searle
Revd Graham Woolgar
Phil Barnard
CUCS United Service

for help or information please contact:
Carole Adams (Sutton Baptist Church) 07711 879645
carole.adams@btinternet.com
Revd Dr David Dickinson (Trinity)

Office: 020 8643 6884
Home: 020 8643 0963
todaviddickinson@gmail.com

Revd Frances Arnold (St Nicholas)
020 8642 3499
rector.stnicholassutton@gmail.com
Office: administrator@suttonteamministry.org

September 2019
Dear Readers,
Last month a towering giant of American literature,
Toni Morrison, died at the age of 88. In the days
immediately after her death I chose to reread her
first novel, The Bluest Eye, published in 1970. It tells
the tragic story of Pecola Breedlove, a young African
-American girl convinced she is ugly. Set in postDepression America where beauty was equated with
a fair skin, blonde hair and blue eyes, Pecola tries to
escape her perceived ugliness by longing to have
the bluest eyes.
The novel spoke to me at various levels. First, it
was timely to read the novel around the time that
racist comments followed two mass shootings in
America, and at a time when it is increasingly
obvious that black families in London suffer
disproportionately from knife crimes. Just short of
fifty years after The Bluest Eye was published, race
relations have not improved as much as we hope,
for laws do not successfully change people’s
ingrained attitudes. Morrison’s novel shows that
racism is often internalised.
Second, the novel drew my attention to the
inadequacy of some expressions of religion. Within
the novel, Pecola and her family often refer to their
Christian faith, but it fails properly to address
Pecola’s family’s suffering. It fails to challenge
injustices endured by minorities living in an
oppressive society. This changed somewhat in the
1960s when American churches engaged with the
civil rights movement. Yet, in terms of our church
fellowships, we would benefit from asking ourselves
whether any internalised or latent racism persists, in
either the language we use in church or the
unspoken attitudes we have towards each other.
The novel also made me think about the nature of
beauty. Not only that we have differing perceptions
of what is beautiful – brown eyes are as pretty as
blue eyes – but also that beauty has depth. In
prayer, I often address God as ‘Beautiful God.’ If it
is true that God is beautiful, then beauty is more to
do with holiness, love, integrity, faithfulness and
truthfulness than it is to do with the colour of one’s
eyes.
Revd Dr David Dickinson

150th Anniversary of the Founding of Sutton Baptist Church 1869 – 2019
by Beryl Botting

On 29 September 2019 SBC will be celebrating the 150th Anniversary of its founding
in1869. Previous to that a group of likeminded gentlemen had started meeting in a
Mission Hall, now the United Services Club in Carshalton Road. Under the guidance
of Revd C.H. Spurgeon they made plans to inaugurate a Baptist Church in central
Sutton. This came to fruition and on 29 September 1869 the deeds were signed.
A minister, Revd J Marmaduke Bergin was appointed and as the congregation grew
plans were made to build a new church on the corner of Hill Road and the High
Street, where Waterstones is now. A Lecture Hall was opened first, in 1873 after
which the building continued and in 1884 an Imposing Church was opened.
In1925 the 4th Sutton Life Brigade was formed followed in 1927 by the 1 st Sutton
Girls’ Life Brigade. In 1932 Revd H.V. Larcombe accepted the call to the church and
thus began a long and fruitful ministry.
In 1933 the church took over the work of the Mission in Crown Road from the
Shaftesbury Society. This arrangement continued until 2010 when Crown Road was
deemed a church in its own right called Crown Road Baptist Church.
The membership at Hill Road increased greatly so in 1933 the church decided to sell the current building and move
to a new site in Cheam Road. In January 1934 the building commenced, the ceremony to lay the foundation stone
took place in March and the official opening was on 29 September. In 1961 Revd Bernard Gordon Hastings
accepted the invitation to join the church and under his guidance the membership continued to grow.
Apart from the Brigades possibly the most important venture into outreach was
the forming of the Larcombe Housing Association in 1963 and the setting up of
Wellesley Lodge, a Home for the Elderly in Sutton, eventually providing
accommodation for people on low incomes and special needs.
Over the 150 years we have had 10 incumbent ministers and a few assistant
ministers including Revd. Myra Blyth, and now we look forward with excitement
and anticipation to greeting our first lady minister Revd Pamela Searle.

We do hope you will join us at 10.30am on 29 September

at the United Service celebrating our 150 years.

Van Gogh and Britain, Tate Britain (March - August 2019) A review by Frances Arnold
My friend Dawn and I had gone to look at favourite paintings like Starry
Night over the Rhone, but the aim of the exhibition was to help us
understand what had formed and inspired Vincent van Gogh and how
he in turn had inspired others.
It isn’t unusual for people to spend a few years in London while they
work out what to do with their lives. I hadn’t realised that Van Gogh
was one of them. He moved from The Hague in 1873, aged 20, to
work as a clerk for an art dealer in Covent Garden. His walk to and
from work each day from his lodgings in North Brixton took in
Westminster Bridge and the newly constructed Thames Embankment.
Van Gogh hadn’t started painting yet. That didn’t happen until long
after he left the UK, but he was sketching on his way home alongside the Thames at dusk and he cherished the art
works he could afford to buy. Particular favourites were engravings by the artist Gustav Doré, which made dramatic
use of light and shade to convey the crowded life and atmosphere of mid Victorian London. London played a key
role in forging Van Gogh’s worldview: of sympathy for the downtrodden and dispossessed.
I have always loved Van Gogh’s paintings; now I warmed to his story. In 1876, Van Gogh was fired from his job and
left his lodgings in heartache over his love of the landlady’s daughter. He suffered bouts of depression and had the
occasional night sleeping rough. He decided to become a preacher, influenced in part by his experience of the
poverty of London’s East End. He was also inspired by the writings of social reformers like Carlyle and Dickens and
his approach was full of comfort and consolation. Van Gogh preached his first sermon that same year in Richmond
Methodist Church. Preaching and evangelism did not work out for him, but his paintings convey his social concerns
in a way that can speak to us today.
This exhibition ended in August, but you can catch a flavour of it on Tate Britain’s YouTube video and take the
opportunity to see his paintings whenever you can.

From the Editor I would be delighted to receive comments and suggestions on the future of Unite!
Contact me by email: olwenmedwards@gmail.com or by phone: 020 8643 2525. Copy date for the October
issue is 18 September . Links to the electronic version of Unite! can be found on each church’s website.

News from
the Churches
A message from Revd Graham Woolgar!
It is with great pleasure
that I write to confirm that
Revd Pamela Searle has
accepted the invitation to
be the new full time
minister of Sutton Baptist
Church. Her induction to
the pastorate will be on
Saturday 21 September
at 3pm, and we hope
many of our friends from
the CUCS churches will
be able to join us for this
celebration.
Pam comes with considerable experience of working
with churches in Purley, and is a mentor for
candidates for the Anglican ministry. Pam will move
to the manse during the summer, and has been
invited to write about herself in more detail for the
next edition of Unite.
In the meantime may I invite you all to give thanks
with us for the clear sense of God’s calling, for both
Pam and the church, and pray with us that she will
settle quickly into her new ministry amongst us. I
know that she is excited about this new ministry and
is looking forward to getting to know you all!
May I take this opportunity to thank all in CUCS for
your support for us during this period of transition.

And from Carole Adams and all at SBC…
As we celebrate good news in the form of our new
Minister, we also have the sad task of saying
goodbye to our Transitional Minister, Graham. We
have been served well by his patience, his wisdom
and his humour as he has gently led us to our next
phase of witness and service. We have made a new
friend and will miss him. We take this opportunity to
say a heartfelt thank you and pray that God will
bless both him and Margaret in the coming months
and years.

Sunday 22 September 2019 6.30pm
Choral Evensong at St Nicholas Church
All are warmly invited to this candlelit service of
Choral Evensong marking the anniversary of a
bomb landing in the Churchyard in the Second
World War (24 September 1940). We will be joined
by the Mayor and by Sutton Chorale.
The service is taking place on the final day of the
Heritage Open Days exhibition at St Nicholas, which
tells the stories of individuals behind the legacy of
art in the church, including the windows. Some
stained glass windows were lost as a result of the
Second World War, but we give thanks for what
survived and that there was no loss of life.
All other evening services in September will be at
Trinity.

Sunday Afternoon Outing
A Visit to Kenwood House

1 September

Meet at the back of Trinity Church after the morning
service, and bring a packed lunch. We will leave at
12.15pm and travel by train, tube and bus.
We will enjoy a walk of about 1.6 miles over
Parliament Hill and then visit Kenwood House (free
entry), which dates back to the early 17th century
and was transformed in the 18th century into a grand
neoclassical villa. Now restored to its Georgian
splendour, Kenwood is home to a world-famous art
collection.
Please contact John and Deborah Wroe 020 8642
9064 or email john.p.wroe@gmail.com for more
information.

Ride & Stride

Saturday 14 September

St Nicholas Church will be open from 10am to 3pm
for Ride & Stride Saturday. Many appreciate the
chance to look around, or to have a few moments of
quiet: We will offer tea/coffee to all and a particular
welcome to those undertaking the Ride & Stride,
visiting churches in Surrey.

Wednesday 18 September 12.30pm

Lunchtime Organ Recital at SBC
This is the third in the series of free Organ Recitals
by SBC’s organist Ian Boddington and this time he
will be joined by soprano Sarah Botting. Light
refreshments will be available at a small cost and
any donations will be given to SBC’s 150th
Thanksgiving Fund.

St Nicholas Supper Talk Friday 27 September
At 7.00pm on 27 September in St Nicholas
Community Hall, Revd Beverly Fraser, Prison
Chaplain, and Robin Aldridge, Prison Governor, will
tell us about Our Local Prison. Please obtain your
tickets, price £10 each, from Richard West (020
8644 7834; richjwest@btinternet.com) preferably by
Sunday, 25 August.

SBC’s Sewing Machine Harvest ! 6 October
If you, or someone you
know, has a sewing
machine to donate please
ring 020 8647 9695 for
collection.
After
any
necessary
refurbishment Tools with a
Mission (TWAM) will then
send it to mission partners
in Africa enabling women
to have a livelihood, feed
their children and send
them to school.

Devotions
A Prayer for Education Sunday
8 September 2019
Loving Lord,
We think of the children and young people
close to our hearts and know that they are
precious in your sight, fearfully and wonderfully
made;
And so we place them into your hands today.
Strengthen and nurture them.
Be with them in their coming in and going out,
at home, at school, at college, at university, In
their sports, activities and clubs, their
friendships and their quiet times.
Mould them in your image, forming and
reforming, through the positive influence of
those whose lives cross theirs.
Through the love and example of those who
care for them, and through the constant love of
your Son, Jesus, who walks alongside them
each step of their lives, known or unknown.
Amen
(from worship resources provided by
Churches Together in England)

Come and
Sing!
I invite you to join
Trinity Festival Choir
for a performance of

Fauré’s Requiem at Trinity Church:
Remembrance Sunday 10 November 6.30
As well as performing this well-loved
masterpiece, which will be familiar to many of
you through the sublime soprano solo Pie Jesu
and the meltingly beautiful In Paradisum we will
also be singing movements from Howard
Goodall’s Eternal Light, a Requiem written in
2008, and music by Bob Chilcott, interspersed
with reflective readings and poetry.
I’m sure you’ll agree that this is an attractive
programme of choral music, bringing together
the setting of a Requiem well-loved by
generations of music lovers, with music from a
more contemporary, personal expression of the
Mass by Howard Goodall, in his own words: a
Requiem for the living, a Requiem focussing on
interrupted lives.’
Weekly rehearsals for the performance will start
on Thursday, 26 September, and will take
place in the Parlour at Trinity Church at
8.00pm. Access to the Parlour is via the church
keeper’s driveway in Hill Road, next to the
church, through a red door and up a flight of
stairs. Scores of the music will be provided.
I do hope you can join us!
Stephen Haylett

Regular Events
CUCS consists of Sutton Baptist Church,
St Nicholas and Trinity URC/Methodist who are
Churches Uniting in Central Sutton, and who
regularly meet together for prayer, worship and
shared activities. All members of CUCS are
warmly welcomed at these activities
Saturday Prayer Meeting (Ist and 3rd Saturdays)
10.00am - 11.00am at Sutton Baptist Church.
Sunday Prayer Meeting after the morning
service in the Terrace Room at Trinity.
Meditation Group meets on the last Saturday
of the month 11.00am-12 midday at the home of
Sylvia Robinson. For more details contact:
Segun Akindele segun.akindele@yahoo.co.uk
020 8395 3243
Rosa Sawyer
020 8643 1374
Sylvia Robinson srobinson968@yahoo.com
020 8642 1391
St Nicholas’ Mothers’ Union All are welcome
Contact: Emma Cann 020 8641 6530
Women in Touch (WIT) meets fortnightly on
a Monday at 10.30am at different venues, to
enjoy a variety of activities including coffee,
films and outings. It is open to women of any
age. For further details of the programme
contact: Carole Adams 07711879645 or see:
www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk
Trinity Toddler Group meets on Tuesdays in
term time in Trinity Hall, 9.00-11.00am.
Contact: Sheila Booth 8715 0514
Bunker, the youth club for CUCS, meets in
Trinity Hall on Sunday evenings in term time
from 6.30-8.00pm for young people at senior
school. A chance to get to know other young
people in CUCS and have fun together.
Contact Jane Oliver: 01883 346261.
Badminton Club meets 7.45-10.00pm every
Monday in Trinity Hall.
Sutton Churches Tennis Club can be found
between 99 and 101 Gander Green Lane,
Sutton. All ages and abilities are welcome. See
our website at www.clubtennis.co.uk
Art and Fellowship Group meets most
weeks on Tuesday at 2.30pm in the Minor Hall
at Trinity. Painting, drawing and other media
with fellowship and mutual support.

Oasis

at Trinity Church is
open Monday to Friday
from 10.00 to 2.00pm
for refreshments, light
lunches and a chance
to chat.

