ST NICHOLAS CHURCH, SUTTON
29 MARCH 2020 LENT 5, PASSIONTIDE
Please join me for our
Passion Sunday Service at 10.30am on Sunday
(or at another convenient time) by following the Order of Service and
singing in your own home.
I will be thinking of you all and praying for you at The Rectory at the same time
and longing for our future reunion in Church.

God bless you,
Frances
Duty Warden: John Kerr

Server: Henry Sawyerr

Sidespersons: Pamela Kerr, Peter Wilson

Welcomers: Julie Barbour, Kaushalya Jeyaraj

Sound desk: Matthew Phillips

Refreshments: Margaret Ager, Sylvia Cowling

The window silhouette is from one of the Church window displays in April 2019.
Thank you to the artist. Please let us know who you are!
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St. Nicholas, Sutton
Worship on Passion Sunday (Lent 5)
at 10.30am on 29 March 2020
led by Revd Frances Arnold, Priest-in-Charge

The Gathering
President
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Greeting
President
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Words of welcome - click on video clip:

WIN_20200328_14_13_55_Pro.mp4

piano, Pam Affleck
Hymn The day of resurrection

Prayer of Preparation
We sit or kneel
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Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Penitence
Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

Invitation to Confession
God shows his love for us
in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Let us then show our love for him
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

Romans 5.8

Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.
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President
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
We listen to a quiet reflective song/hymn Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire

The Collect
President says ‘Let us pray’.
Most merciful God,
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Readings
First reading Ezekiel 37.1-14 read by Julie Barbour
Second reading Romans 8.6-11 read by Julie
At the end of each the reader says
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Hymn And can it be
Gospel Reading John 11.1-45 read by Kaushalya Jeyaraj
The reader says
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
At the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon The Revd Frances Arnold
The Creed
We stand
Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession by Maureen Elsey
The Peace
President
Once we were far off,
but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought near through the shedding
of Christ’s blood,
for he is our peace.
Ephesians 2.13,14
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us pray
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants, give you most humble and hearty thanks
for all your goodness and loving kindness.
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And give us, we pray, such a sense of all your mercies
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful,
and that we show forth your praise,
not only with our lips but in our lives,
by giving up ourselves to your service,
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit be all honour and glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
Blessing
Christ crucified draw you to himself,
to find in him a sure ground for faith,
a firm support for hope,
and the assurance of sins forgiven;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
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Readings, sermon and intercessions
Ezekiel 37.1-14

The Valley of Dry Bones

37The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all round them; there were
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones
live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you know.’ 4Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will
cause breath* to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath* in you, and you shall live; and you shall
know that I am the LORD.’
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in
them. 9Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: *
Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath,* and breathe upon these slain, that
they may live.’ 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to
them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I
am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.’
Romans 8.6-11

Life in the Spirit

6To

set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit* is life and peace. 7For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed
it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit,* since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit* is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ* from the dead will give life to your
mortal bodies also through* his Spirit that dwells in you.
John 11.1-45

Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life

11Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,* ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4But when
Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister
and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus* was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place
where he was.
7 Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8The disciples said to him,
‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9Jesus
answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble,
because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light
is not in them.’ 11After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am
going there to awaken him.’ 12The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all
right.’ 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was
referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 16Thomas, who was called the
Twin,* said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’
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17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus* had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles* away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask
of him.’ 23Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the
life.* Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you
are the Messiah,* the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to
him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go
out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He
said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35Jesus began to weep.
36So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. 39Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 40Jesus said to her, ‘Did I
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’
44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a
cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in
him.

Sermon

the Revd Frances Arnold

‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe’ (John 11.15)

Remember how much we enjoyed the story of the Samaritan woman at the well (and Peter Wilson’s
reading of the Gospel) when we last gathered for worship in church a fortnight ago? Here is another
vivid account from St John – this time of a more public encounter at the heart of a community
responding to the illness and death of one of its villagers.

The village of Bethany was home to two sisters and their brother, Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Jesus
often stayed with them: he enjoyed their hospitality and loved all three of them. Two days after
hearing that Lazarus had been taken ill, Jesus told his disciples that they were all going to Bethany
together because Lazarus had died.
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On approaching Lazarus’ tomb, Jesus knew what he was going to do; yet when he was met by a
distraught Mary and her weeping companions, he did not rebuke them for crying: he wept with them.
Jesus did not tell them either to accept that their brother had gone to heaven or to accept death as a
natural part of human life. He saw death as an enemy. Death was not God’s plan for the world (after
all, he had forbidden Adam and Eve the fruit that would lead to death).

Martha and Mary struggle to accept that Lazarus has gone and are understandably fearful for their
future. Suddenly, in the presence of all the mourners, Jesus weeps. He weeps with them and the
miracle springs from his compassion for those suffering. The miracle of the raising of Lazarus
restores a beloved brother to his sisters and to his community. But that isn’t its main purpose (after
all, Lazarus will have to die again). The miracle happens in order to point beyond itself to something
even greater that Jesus will do. And it is good to be reminded of this on Passion Sunday.

When he visited Bethany this time, Jesus had gained a following as a teacher and he was changing
people’s lives by healing them, but people were still ultimately faced with death. If Jesus really is the
Saviour, we must be saved from the grave and our salvation will need to be permanent. When Jesus
calls Lazarus out of the tomb, he is showing his power over death. It is a sign of his own coming
resurrection and of Lazarus’ future resurrection (for death will come to him eventually) and ours as
well.

This reading reminds us to keep hope in our hearts this Passiontide and Holy Week. It also speaks to
us in the current situation. Although we may witness selfless acts and mutual help,
anger, fear and withdrawal are also natural reactions to a threat like coronavirus. But they need not
be the end of the story.
Lazarus is called out from the tomb by the power and love of God. God’s power and his love are
much greater than our fear or anger. Jesus, our Saviour, laid down his life and accomplished for us a
victory over death that will last forever. Armed with that knowledge and filled with Christian hope, let
us witness and minister to those around us with his example ever before us. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

by Maureen Elsey

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
we offer you our prayers today for your whole world,
suffering and bewildered by the pandemic.
We ask you to guide all nations and peoples affected by the virus, in illness,
in isolation, in anxiety.
We ask for your wisdom for the politicians and leaders guiding our nation and
trying to maintain the welfare of us all.
We give you thanks for all doctors, nurses, researchers and courageous volunteers
toiling for the NHS at the risk of their own health.
Keep them safe in their work until the danger is past.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
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We pray for our community: our church community of the Local Ecumenical
Partnership and the Sutton Team, our social community of friends and neighbours and all those
people who have offered us help when we are confined to the house.
.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
We pray for our children and our schools, anxious to maintain education or
worried about public exams.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
We remember before you those who have died, especially Revd Martin Goodlad, Phyllis Taylor, Yves
and John Canty (whose funeral will take place on Wednesday) and we pray for those who grieve.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Shine in our darkness, Father God, dispel the doubt and fear that cling so close
to us all and help us to see your radiance and know your love.

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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