Worship at St. Nicholas, Sutton
For John, Apostle and Evangelist, Christmas 1, 27 December 2020
Collect, hymns & readings

Collect (prayer of the week)

Merciful Lord,
cast your bright beams of light upon the Church:
that, being enlightened by the teaching of your blessed apostle and
evangelist Saint John,
we may so walk in the light of your truth
that we may at last attain to the light of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ your incarnate Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Hymns
Opening Angel-voices ever singing
Gradual Ye holy angels bright
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Readings
Exodus 33.7-11a

The Tent outside the Camp

7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off
from the camp; he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought
the LORD would go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the
camp. 8Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people would rise
and stand, each of them, at the entrance of their tents and watch Moses
until he had gone into the tent. 9When Moses entered the tent, the pillar
of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the
LORD would speak with Moses. 10When all the people saw the pillar of
cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise and
bow down, all of them, at the entrance of their tents. 11Thus the LORD
used to speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then he
would return to the camp; but his young assistant, Joshua son of Nun,
would not leave the tent.
1 John 1, The first letter of John,

The Word of Life, God Is Light

1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard,
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2this life was revealed, and
we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that
was with the Father and was revealed to us— 3we declare to you what we
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We
are writing these things so that our* joy may be complete.
5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not
do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a
liar, and his word is not in us.
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John 21.19b-end
19

Jesus and the Beloved Disciple

After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’

20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them;
he was the one who had reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had
said, ‘Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?’ 21When Peter saw him,
he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about him?’ 22Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my
will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!’ 23So the
rumour spread in the community* that this disciple would not die. Yet
Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, ‘If it is my will that he
remain until I come, what is that to you?’*
24 This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and has written
them, and we know that his testimony is true. 25But there are also many
other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, I
suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be
written.

John, Apostle and Evangelist
Whether or not John the Apostle and John the Evangelist (the author of the Gospel of John)
are one and the same, the Church honours on this day the one who proclaims Jesus as the
Word made flesh and who is 'the disciple whom Jesus loved'.
John was one of the sons of Zebedee, along with James and Peter, who followed Jesus.
John was there at the Transfiguration of Jesus on the holy mountain; he was there with
Jesus at the last supper; he was there with Jesus in his agony in the garden; he was there
with Jesus and his mother, standing at the foot of the cross; he was there with Jesus as a
witness of his resurrection and 'he saw and believed'.
John was a witness to the Word, he proclaimed the Word and he lived and died witnessing
to the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, who loved him and whom he loved.
(from Exciting Holiness, collects & readings for the festivals of the Calendar of the Church of
England)
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